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Report on educational outreach materials of geosicence in Tarama Village and its utilization
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Abstract

We report on the overview and utilization examples of educational outreach materials about earth science in
Tarama Village (Tarama-jima Island & Minna-jima Island). Geologically, Tarama Village is primarily characterized
by limestones of the Ryukyu Group and overlying sand dune deposits. Visitors can observe the limestones that
shaped the islands and fossils of marine invertebrates found within the limestones throughout the area.

In the village, the limestone that forms the island is widely used as a building material, such as for the stone
walls surrounding houses. Because the island’s terrain consists of limestone and is almost entirely flat, people
historically obtained their daily water from wells dug into the limestone. The island is surrounded by coral reefs
and lies within the Kuroshio Current, causing various objects to wash ashore. In the past, large tsunamis stuck
the island. Additionally, typhoons hit almost every year, causing significant damage. The slight elevation in the
northern part of the island has historically been used as a lookout point and is now designated as a historic site.
Beyond the numerous geological, topographical, and historical features, the island's stunning starry skies are also

one of its major attractions.
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