TRRILEECE #2158, 159—168, 1995

ARBIZB T 7 v 7 h¥HE Y 798

AR B ER BT EEE £
(B RS )

Hawks, Eagles, Vultures and Falcons on Kume Island, the Ryukyu Archipelago

Katsumori KUGAI Kenji TAKEHARA and Tsutomu SENAHA

(Okinawa Prefectural Museum)

The order FALCONIFORMES in the world is composed of 5 families and 285 spe-
cies. They inhabit every part of the world except the South Pole. They include family
Cathartidae, 7 species, family Accipitridae, 218 species, family Sagittariidae, 1 species and
family Falconidae, 60 species (1991, Sasagawa). In Japan, there are 3 families and 29
species. On Okinawa, there are two familes ; Accipitridae and Falconidae with 21 and 5
species recorded respectively (1991, Okinawa Bird Study Society).

Among them, on the Okinawa islands, Pandion haliaetus, Buteo buteo, Buteo lagopus,
Accipiter gularis, Butastur indicus, Pernis ptilorhynchus, Accipiter soloensis, Falco peregri-
nus, Falco subbuteo and Falco tinnunculus have been observed as winter visitors or tran-
sients. On the Okinawa islands, only subspecies, Accipiter gularis iwasakii and Spilornis
cheelar (only Yaeyama islands) are breeding.

Hawks and Eagles have also been recorded as rare winter visitors or accidental visi-
tors on the Okinawa islands. The different species recorded on Okinawa are as follows ;
Buteo hemilasius, Haliaeetus albicilla, Pernis ptilorhynchus, Milvus migrans, Accipiter gen-
tilis, Accipiter nisus, Spizaetus nipalensis, Aquila clanga, Aquila heliaca, Aegypius monachus,
Circus cyaneus, Circus melanoleucos, Circus spilonotus, Falco columbarius and Falco nau-
anni.

Until recently the only hawks and eagles that had been recorded on Kume island
were Butastur indicus. But with this examination, Pandion haliaetus, Accipiter soloensis,

Accipiter gularis, Buteo buteo, Falco tinnunculus, Falco subbuteo and Falco peregrinus were
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also found.

The authors examined hawks and eagles, especially the migration of the Accipietr
soloensis and the wintering habits of the Butastur indicus on Kume island.

Concerning the autumnal migration of the Butastur indicus, the authors used the late

Mr. Nakayoshi’s private letter.
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Fig.1 : Breeding and Non-Breeding Distribution of
Butastur indicus and Concentrating Places
During Migration (Wild Bird Society of japan

1982. Modified).
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Photo. 1 . Butastur indicus Photo. 2 . Butastur indicus
(Gray-faced Buzzard Eagle) (Gray-faced Buzzard Eagle)
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Fig. 3 : The distribution of the wintering Butastur indicus in Kume Island.
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Juvenile Adault Sum
Individuals Individuals
1~ 5, Dec, 1987 0 15 15
16~18, Mar, 1994 0 21 21
18~20, Dec, 1994 4 14 18
26~28, Dec, 1994 1 19 20

Table. 1 . The ratio of Adult bird and Juvenile bird. Showing the number of wintering
birds has been increasing gradually day by day. The migratory urge gradually

grows more intense.
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Fig.4 : Butastur indicus (Gray-Faced Buzzard-Eagle)
and Food Chain.
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Fig.5 : Observed Feeding by an adult bird
on 22 Jan. 1988 by Hour of Day.
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Fig.6 : Breeding and Non-Breeding Distribution of
Abccipiter soloensis and migration route.
(Handbook of the Birds of the world
Vol. 2, 1994, modified)
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Fig.7 : Departure of Accipiter soloensis in the morning Fig.8 : Total Number of Accipiter soloensis
from kume island. departured on 11~12 Sept. 1993 and

16~17 Sept. 1994 by Time of Day (Hour).
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