L

IHRIEEEACE  $208,  129—139, 1994

HMEHBROFHEREI IOV T

o= W oF
(BREBRA A5 By il

The Uza - gaku Instruments of Tsuwano Feudal Clan, Shimane Prefecture
Etsuko HIGA
(Division of the College of Law and Letters, University of the Ryukyus)

The uza-gaku (“seated music”) is a chamber orchestra of Chinese instruments and
was performed at the Ryukyuan court as well as at Edo Castle when the Ryukyuan trib-
ute mission greeted the new Shogun in Edo. The tradition of uza-gaku died after the
abolition of the Ryukyuan kingdom, however, the project of restoring this music began
in 1993 under the sponsorship of Okinawa’s prefectural government.

The existencé of two collections of uza - gaku instruments - - one in the Nagoya
Tokugawa Museum and another located in the Mito Tokugawa Museum--has been known,
and the collection of 20 instruments of Nagoya was brought to and exhibited in the
Okinawa Prefectural Museum in November, 1993. However, there is one more set of
uza-gaku instruments which was sold to the prefectural museum in 1987. This set, in-
cluding 18 instruments, is said to have been kept in the T'suwano feudal family of Shimane
Prefecture. This paper examines the Tsuwano instruments in comparison with the other

two collections.
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