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Report on the Materials of Mr. Mochinori UESUGI, the Second Okinawa

Prefectural Governor

Toshiaki HAGIO

(Okinawa Prefectural Museum)

Abstract : Mr. Mochinori UESUGI was the second Okinawan Prefectural Governor since
the collapse of the Ryukyu Kingdom. He was from what was formerly known as Yonezawa
Han, in the Tohoku area, present-day Yamagata Prefecture and was in office from 1881
to 1883. He established administrative policies by visiting all of Okinawa Island, the
Miyako Islands and the Yaeyama Islands. He also sent to Tokyo the first five scholar-
ship students to learn about Japanese civilization and thought. He and his wife won the
hearts of the Okinawan people through their open communication with, and encourage-
ment of the scholarship students. After resigning the Governorship in Okinawa prefec-
ture, Mr. UESUGI still continued to support the Okinawan scholarship students. Though
his tenure was shortened, he had contributed to the renovation of Okinawan society and
had grappled hard in order to educate competent persons. He was the person who laid
the foundations of Okinawan modern society and education.

The purpose of this paper is to introduce concerning all aspects of Mr. Uesugi’s life
and work. These materials are kept in three places, the Uesugi museum, Yonezawa city
library and the remainder are managed in a private office. The author was fortunate
enough to have had the opportunity to examine the historical materials in December,1993.
Many papers concerning the materials have been published already, but some important
materials are left unknown. In this paper, the author will introduce new materials con-
cerning Uesugi.
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