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Interpretation and Volunteer Guide

Masayuki MAEDA

(Okinawa Prefectural Museum)

Abstract : How to inform the visitors of the significance of the museum exhibits was
seriously discussed at the 40th General Conference of Museums Symposium, held by the
Japan Association of Museums.

We regret that we have little experience of the interpretation in Japan. So it is nec-
essary for the Japanese Museums to learn from America.

I introduced the practices of interpretation used in America.

The first is the historical background of why interpretation is so highly valued in
America.

The Second is interpretive techniques, otherwise known as Guided Discovery in
America.

Finaly I showed the interpretitive techniques that were introduced into the Okinawa
Prefectural Museum to explain the museum exhibits, a Folding Screen related to the bird’s

eye view of Shuri and the Naha area.
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(Volunteer Guide on bird’s view of Shuri and Naha area)
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