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A Study on the Children’s Clothes and Talisman worn on the back in the Customary
Upbringing of Okinawan Children

Ichiko YONAMINE and Takeko KINJYO

(Okinawa prefectural Museum)

Abstract : The main purpose of this paper is to clarify the significance, roles, forms and
changes of the childfen’s clothes, especially Semamori (a Talisman worn on the back),
as part of the custom of Okinawan child raising.

Semamori (Talisman worn on the back) in Okinawa and Amami districts are called
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“munnuki”, “mabuu ushii”, “mabuyaa uu”, and divided into five types of forms.

The form of some of the Semamori were influenced by mainland Japan, but other
semamori were original, found in only Okinawa and Amami districts.

Semamori is differentiated from Semon crests worn on the back in mainland Japan.
Contrary to mainland, only the name of Semamori was used in Okinawa and Amami dis-
tricts, and the Semon were considered to be a type of Semamori.

The custom of putting on ragged clothes (Boromatoi) and Semamori during child-
hood was continued until the Meiji Era.

In our opinion, the educational system and new trend toward, “clean is best”, both

influenced by the Meiji Government, made these customs decline.
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