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Egg Production of Land Crabs Discoplax hirtipes at the Senaga-jima Island (Part 2)

Jinya YAMAZAKIV

Abstract

For the survey of Land Crabs Discoplax hirtipes releasing eggs down to the sea, the 200-meter net
was set at the southern coast of the Senaga-jima Island, Tomigusuku City. The survey was conducted
24 nights around the spring tide days during June-November, and 150 individuals (134 females and 16
males) were observed. Ten out of 117 marked individuals had come for the second-time egg hatching
after the period of two months from the first spawning.

Thirteen percent of the observed individuals (20 individuals) had been road-killed. Recently,
construction works of hotel buildings, parking area, and walking trails, are modifying the natural
environment and living places of crabs are disappearing at the major part of the Senaga-jima Island.
Traffic volume is also increasing along with these works, and many cars including large tour buses
come to the island even at night, egg-hatching time of the crabs. It could be critical to the egg-hatching
behavior of Land Crabs. We need to keep monitoring the population dynamics of Land Crabs at the
Senaga-jima Island for investigating the effect of the environmental changes.
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