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Regards to a Situation that Sanshin Took Place After the Modern Okinawa

Ken SONOHARA Y

Abstract

In this issue, I am going to introduce an article about sanshin’s makers and the people who loved to
play the sanshin. At first, a Ryukyu Shinpo’s newpaper reported regarding the fact of sanshin’s makers
getting low salary in 1900. Secondly, it talked about establishing a union to prevent getting lower salary.
The reason why the sanshin makers made a union was to make a movemet of Shamisen-kai party. In
this newspaper, they also talked about the difference of sanshin’s tones between the people from Naha
and Shuri. Each competitor from Naha and Shuri played sanshin in front of a judge. There were at least
three rooms in a house where the competition was held. In the first room, people were playing the
sanshin. In the second room, there were twelve judges, and it was used to compare the sound of sanshin.
And the last room was used to place the sanshin.

In later Meiji era, people that are from Naha, Shuri, and Itoman enjoyed the shamisen-kai party.
Therefore sanshin makers were highly evaluated for making a good sanshin that has great tone. To
make the sanshin have a great sound, sanshin makers pasted snake skins to the wood drum, caved in
the drum to make many curves inside, and adjusted a stick and the drum. Since people were making
money for amending sanshin with cheaper pay, they decided to stabilize the payment at the certain rate
for repairing it. In my opinion, I verify that the syamisen-kai’'s movement that stabilized the payment
was established by the union.

In 1939 before the World World II happened, Mr. Higashionna who was a Ryukyu historian held a
sanshin kuyo (festival) and exhibition in Nan-den of Shuri-jyo castle. The famous sanshin from Naha
and Shuri were displayed at the event. After the WW II people started off making the sanshin from the
location called Kainan in Naha city. In 1953, there was a first sanhsin exhibition. A main sanshin
maker's name was Mr. Matayoshi, Mr, Keida, and Mr. Kadena in Naha city, also Mr. Kyan from Awase,
Mr. Teruya from Ishikawa, and also Mr. Miyagi from Sashiki.
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