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An Approach to Sound Color of Sanshin[]:
A Trial of an Original Sound Color of "Morishima keejyo"s Sanshin

Ken Sonohara”

Abstract

Okinawa prefecture has twenty 'sanshin's that were designated as an Okinawa prefectural government's
treasure. Sanshin is a main instrument in Okinawa to play a traditional music. Also it was an inevitable
for Okinawans to live through their lives. Generation to generation, sanshin inspires their lives as having
events such as weddings and festivals. In the Kingdom of Ryukyu, sanshin was made in government craft
office. Some craftsman made a unique sanshin styles. These sanshins were named after their last names ex-
cept Kubanufuni-style. Now we recognized major seven styles of sanshins. There are Hebaru-style, Chinen-
deeku-style, Kubasyunden-style, Kubanufuni-style, Makabe-style, Hiranakachinen-style and Yunagushiku-style.
Sanshin consists of soo(stick), chiiga(drum) with a python skin, karakui(peg), uma (bridge). Also it consists
of three nylon strings, and it is simply made. A sound of sanshin is known as a raining drop.

On a hypothesis, there is 6 subheading I refer to; first, "Purpose of this study", second, "Okinawans' soul
and a reason why they choose sanshin as an Okinawan treasure’, third, "A significance of sanshin
'Morishima-keejo's being", forth, "A trial of an original sound color of Morishima-keejyo", fifth, "A difference
of sound color comparing to two strings-silk or nylon, and drum into unevenness or flat" and a conclusion;
" A modern Okinawans favorite sanshin music".

Sanshin was imported from China with thirty-sixth families in Fujian, China. In the oldest document,
sanshin or shahisen was introduced by Ryukyu envoy's playing the sanshin in front of Satsuma clan lord in
1572. According to Ryukyu-koku-yuraiki (an Ryukyu's history records) in 1621, the name of sanshin "
sanshin-uchi " was also introduced in the kingdom of Ryukyu. Sanshin's shape in Ryukyu is different from
China. Ryukyu sanshin has shorter stick and bigger drum than China's "sansui". It has been six hundreds
years since sanshin was imported from China, and till this day Okinawans love sanshin as an art-craft, a mu-
sical instrument, and a treasure from ancient. Therefore, Okinawans designated twenty pieces as a prefectural
treasures. It took a special action to designate sanshins as a prefectural treasure. Japanese government and
other prefectures designate many swords as national treasure or prefectural treasure, but sanshin was not des-
ignated except Okinawa prefectural government.

Now Okinawan sanshin masters think of soo (stick) as an important part of sanshin, but I believe that
chiiga (a part that is a drum with a snake skin) is as important as soo. Sanshin masters do not consider
chiiga as an important part of sanshin compared to soo because chiiga is sensitive to dryness and often get
easily broken. They believe that a core of sanshin sound is majorly played by soo.

However, I discovered that an internal construction of Morishima-keejo's chiiga is very different and
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sophisticated. Ryukyu Kingdom officer Mr.Tokeshi made it in 1860.

Is there a reason why the 19 th century Rykyu tribes made chiiga so sophisticated that was not recog-

nized as an in interior constructed over the snake skins? I recognized the difference sounds between chiiga

with interior elaborated construction done and chiiga without an interior elaborated constructions.
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