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The Presence of Ryukyu Lacquer-ware

Ken SONCHARA P

Abstract

Nowadays, we use “presence” as a geopolitical term. However, in this issue “presence” is used
as a political and economical term of lacquer-wares made in the Kingdom of Ryukyu. Kingdom of
Ryukyu's presence was its identity to China and Japan. The Kingdom made various and precious
lacquer-wares as a loyalty gift to the Emperor of China. It was also introduced to Edo shogun in 1609,
At first, Kingdom of Ryukyu was an independent country: later, controlled by the Satsuma tribe
of Japan. On this issue, I am going to mention Ryvukyu lacquer-wares’ presence in three views: the
meaning of the gift, the route of the gift from Ryukyu(Okinawa), and the importance of the gift today.
The meaning of these gifts is important to recognize. Taichu Shonin (1552-1639) was a priest from
Oshu (now Fukushima Precfecture) that had planned to go to China to learn about Buddhism.
However, due to international relations, Toyotomi Hideyoshi's invasion of Korea made it difficult for
Taichu to travel. Instead of going to China, Taichu went to Ryukyu, a Kingdom that possessed
friendly relations and a trading position with China.During the three years Taichu lived in Ryukyy, he
willingly submitted to King Sho Nei and spread the teachings of the Pure Land faith. In 16086, Taichu
returned to Japan and established the Dannohorin-ji temple on the land to the east of the Sanjyo
Bridge, Kyoto. In 1611, Ryukyu was invaded by Satsuma tribe, and King She Nei was taken as a
captive of Japan. Together with Tokugawa leyvasu and Hidetada, King Sho Nei of Ryukyu was
proudly presented as a captive of Shimazu Iehisa. During this period, King Sho Nei gave many gifts,
Ryukyu's presence, to Taichu as a symbol of a friendship and respect remark.

Secondly, what did it mean for the 18th lacquer-ware made in Ryukyu to move to Kyoto by the
way of Satsuma? The travel route of the gift to Kyoto is significant to Ryukyu history. The lacquer-
ware was made before 1740, and was contained in a wooden box decorated with Japanese
calligraphy. This shows where the presence originated from and who packaged it. This artifact,
. Dresence, was for the 400™ anniversary of Kyoto Dannouhorin-ii Temple's foundation “Ryukyu and
Priest Taichu”. The Tofuku-ji Temple's collection in Kyoto was on the first display in Okinawa.
Lastly, in the 17th century, after the invasion of Satsuma, many gifts were given to surrounding
countries. Not only lacquer-ware but materials and other gifts were given. Ryukyu/Okinawa lost a lot
of its country’s valuables after World War I Under the research of lacquer-ware that was spread
throughout the world, we find that the lacquer-ware originated from Okinawa. This information is so
important to the Okinawa people because of the stories behind the lacquer-ware gifts. Why were these
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gifts given? What countries received these gifts? Why do these gifts still exist? The “presence” from




the Kingdom of Ryukyu still remains, Okinawa’s past has not been forgotten. Instead, it has been

shared to different corners of the world.
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