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Excavations of the Bugeido Cave site in 2007 and 2008 seasons

Shinji YAMASAKI"", Masaki FUJITA"", Yoshihiro NISHIAKI"".

Abstract

Okinawa Islands is widely covered with Ryukyu Limestone and Minatogawa hominid and other human
fossils were discovered from some caves and fissures of Ryukyu Limestone. Okinawa Islands is one of the
most important regions for the anthropological study about Late Pleistocene hominids in the East Asia.
Okinawa Prefectural Museum and Art Museum and Okinawa Pleistocene Sites Excavation Group started to
work for new human fossils in 2006. As a part of our study, we excavated the Bugeido Cave site in 2007
and 2008 seasons. The Results of our excavations are followings.

1. We found settlements and tombs of prehistoric age (Jomon and Yayoi parallel period) .

2. Tsumegata-mon potsherds (about 6,000 B. P.) were excavated from the layer 4 of Trench III. This is the
first discovery of the Tsumegata-mon deposit in the south of Okinawa Isl.

3. The fire place and accumulations of burned soil and ashes of Middle Jomon (about 4,000 B. P.) were
found from the layer 3 of Trench IV.

4. A pebble coffin of Final Jomon (about 3,000 B. P.) was excavated from Trench IV.

5. The almost complete human skeletal remain was found from the pebble coffin. This skeletal remain is pre-
sumed to be a man.

6. 12 shell beads were discovered around the left arm of the skeletal remain. This means that the buried man
wore the bracelet of shell beads in his left arm.
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