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Abstract
This paper examines the historical and cultural significance of the starry sky in Ryukyu/Okinawa
from three perspectives: folktales, folklore (daily life), and historical records.

1. Star Lore in Folktales: By analyzing the extensive audio archives held by the Okinawa Prefectural
Museum & Art Museum, this section introduces folktales from remote islands concerning three
celestial bodies: Murikabushi (the Pleiades), Ninufabushi (the Polaris), and Haikaboshi (Alpha and

Beta Centauri).

2. Celestial Observation Rooted in Daily Life: In the former Ryukyu Kingdom, precise seasonal
knowledge was essential for agricultural production. As a legacy of this practice, "star-viewing
stones" used to observe specific stars (such as Murikabushi) remain in the Yaeyama Islands, while
"sun-viewing stones" used to track the sun's shifting rising position to determine the seasons are

preserved on Kume Island.

3. Astronomical Records in Historical Documents: Astronomical phenomena recorded in Kyuyo (the
official history of the Ryukyu Kingdom) and private diaries were cross-referenced with modern
astronomical data to verify the events witnessed by the people of that era.

For the people of Ryukyu, the starry sky was not merely an object of aesthetic appreciation, but

a vital "guide for living" (calendar and orientation) and an "object of faith." To pass down this rich
celestial culture to the next generation, this paper examines past astronomical events and proposes an
approach for museum activities that encourage reflection on the future of the starry sky environment

and our relationship with nature.
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