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Lewis Binford and Takeo Kaneseki
- A note of researchers at Shuri Museum, Okinawa after the WWII -

Shinji YAMASAKI "V

Abstract

This article describes the early career of the world-famous archaeologist Lewis Binford in the
Ryukyu Islands, and the research activities of anthropologist Takeo Kaneseki and his colleague under
the direction of folklorist Kunio Yanagita during the same period. While working as an interpreter
in the Ryukyu Islands under US military rule, Binford deepened his interest in archaeology and
ethnography through his experiences in different cultures. A snap picture of Binford's donating scene
of archaeological materials to Shuri Museum on March 6, 1954, is now kept at the Okinawa Prefectural
Museum and Art Museum. Four days later, the research team led by Kaneseki visited Shuri Museum
with the aim of gathering evidences concerning Yanagita Kunio's "Road of the Sea" hypothesis, and
Kaneseki donated a number of ceramics to the museum. The Ryukyu Islands and Okinawa have been
a contrasting point of interest from surrounding countries based on various concerns throughout the
prewar and postwar periods, and the near miss between Binford and Kaneseki was an incident that
symbolized these historical settings.
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