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Some additions on morphological characteristics
of Palaeolithic human isolated teeth excavated from Sakitari Cave

Ryohei SAWAURA "

Abstract
Two Palaeolithic isolated teeth excavated from Sakitari Cave, Nanjo City, Okinawa Prefecture,

Japan, are supplementarily reported. A right maxillary deciduous canine tooth from layer I (16,000-

14,000 years ago) is considered to be about 6-7 years old due to the degree of occlusal wear and

pulp cavity narrowing. It is larger than Neanderthals and prehistoric people (Jomon and Yayoi) in the

Japanese archipelago. On the other hand, a right mandibular third molar, from layer II (23,000 to

20,000 years ago), was three-rooted, with a degree of occlusal wear and pulp cavity narrowing that

could be compared to a mature age in the 40s to 50s. Linear enamel hypoplasia is observed near the

cervical region of the tooth, suggesting that they may have experienced significant disease or stress,

such as malnutrition, during late childhood and early adolescence. Further elucidation of Palaeolithic

man’s morphological characteristics and lifestyle is expected from detailed comparisons with the

Minatogawa and Shiraho people.
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