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Abstract

In 2023, we have hired two new curators. On the other hand, the curator who was employed
at the old museum and played a central role in the construction of the new museum (Okinawa
Prefectural Museum and Art Museum) (hereinafter referred to as “the museum") is resigning (they
will be reappointed at the age of 65) and is resigning. 2023 will be a year in which the generational
change in curatorial positions will accelerate at once.

This museum opened in 2007 and will be celebrating its 17th anniversary in 2024. During this
period, the number of visitors decreased by 80% compared to the previous year due to the long-term
suspension of business due to the worldwide spread of the new coronavirus infection.

In the 79 years since the end of World War II, events that have never been experienced before have
occurred, and the situation surrounding the museum has changed drastically.

In this paper, we would like to take this opportunity to summarize the activities of the museum
in Okinawa and the development of curators as museum specialists, which are the main museum
specialists, in the 79 years since the end of World War II. The challenges of diverse museum activities
and the development and securing of human resources to respond to them are urgent issues.

Throughout the pre-war and post-war periods, Okinawan museums were responsible for the
creation of museums in the early days, when school teachers were responsible for curatorial duties.
In this paper, in the course of the fifth museum development from the postwar period to the present
day, the history of curatorial duties (Assistant Administrative Officer, Supervisors of administrative
positions) and the assignment of curators as specialized staff of the museum has changed along with
the expansion of museum activities after the war.

We can see the history of the increase in the number of curators due to the expansion of the scale
and maintenance of the facility, the expansion of curatorial activities that have increased as a result,
and the acceptance of even larger collections.
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