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Materials related to the opening ceremony of the Okinawa Butokuden Hall in 1939 : Focusing on the monumental
demonstration of pre-war Okinawan karate masters and the reception of VIPs from outside Okinawa Prefecture

Government were treated during the Asia Pacific War

Ken SONOHARA V

Abstract

A set of 14 valuable materials related to the opening ceremony of the Okinawa Butokuden Hall (OBH) was
donated to the Okinawa Prefectural Museum & Art Museum (OPMAM) by a resident of Sapporo City on October
25, 2022. The construction of the OBH was funded at a cost of 56,000 Japanese yen at that time, and on June 18,
1939, an opening ceremony was held with seven people including Hayashi Senjuro, chairman of the Dainippon
Butokukai (DB), and seven other members of the headquarters of the DB.

The contents of the donated materials are 2 requests from the Okinawa Branch of the DB to the headquarters
for the opening ceremony of the OBH, 7 sheets of 3 schedules, 1 schedule plan of the headquarters, and 2 sheets
(double-sided printing) for 1 case of the opening ceremony commemorative demonstration.

A detailed analysis of these related materials reveals the relationship between DB during the war and the
Okinawa branch of the DB as a local organization, the role played by the headquarters and branch networks and
local administrative agencies of the DB during the modernization of the Meiji era, the wartime situation of officials
(academic affairs department and police department) in Okinawa Prefecture Government after the outbreak of
the Sino-Japanese War in 1939, and the invitation of important persons from outside the prefecture. I was able to
learn what the officials of Okinawa Prefecture at that time thought about the highlights of sightseeing in Okinawa
Prefecture. Therefore, these materials turned out to be valuable historical materials that allow us to understand
the administration and social conditions during the war, in addition to the first-class documentary value related to
Okinawan martial arts before the war.

In this paper, we add some consideration of the cooperation between the headquarters of the DB and local
branches related to the opening of the local Butokuden Hall, which can be read from the set of materials related to
the OBH, the brief history, organizational form, purpose, and social role of DB, the intention of the karate kata
at the commemorative demonstration at the opening ceremony in Okinawa, and the administrative situation of
Okinawa Prefecture Government during the war after the outbreak of the Second Sino-Japanese War. It introduces
its material value and contributes to future research.
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