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A supplement report on the buried human bones

excavated from Gushibaru shell midden in Ie village
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Abstract

Excavations of the Gushibaru shell midden in 2018 and 2019 uncovered buried human bones belonging
to the early Gusuku period (direct C14 date is mid-11th century to early 13th century). The strong
flexure of limbs indicates that they were tied at the time of burial. As a result of morphological
examination, they were estimated to be a short stature middle-aged woman. In addition, severe
periodontal disease, enamel hypoplasia, and marked calculus were observed. These suggest that the
introduction of farming in this period, a major change from hunting-gathering to food production,
might have a significant impact on the oral hygiene. However, she retains some morphological
characteristics of the people of the previous Ryukyu sell midden period, such as short stature and short
head. This is remarkable for exploring the relationship of changes in both of physical characteristics and
lifeways. Since the Gusuku period people have been thought to be the key to the population history of the

Ryukyu Archipelago, further comparative and multidimensional study is needed.
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