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The Skill of Connecting Sanshins Rod Since Kingdom of The Ryukyu; Through the Imagine of
CT Scan Analysis of “Jabisen” by Tokyo National Museum

Ken SONOHARA "

Abstract

After the war, Kiki [kemiya who was a traditional musician in Okinawa have researched more than
nine thousands sanshins in Hawaii, North America, and South America for one of the Ryukyu crafts.
There were some immigrants emigrated from Okinawa since 1900. Master Ikemiya published a book
called, “The Ryukyu Syamisen Hokan (The Treasure of the Ryukyu Syamisen)” based on these re-
searches. In this book, he has mentioned to “prohibit from connecting the rod of sanshin” as one of
the evaluation criteria for a good sanshin. With that being said, this evaluation became very favorable
among the Ryukyu traditional music performers. The reason why they prohibited from connecting the
rod of sanshin was that they were afraid of having the interfered sounds as the time passes by.

Through my research, I have discovered that some sanshins have been crafted as the connected rod
since Kingdom of Ryukyu. A tree of an ebony has been very useful and precious material to craft san-
shin since the Ryukyu Kingdom era. Because the tree of ebony was such an invaluable tree, sanshin
craftsmen had to handle and process it effectively and economically. Also, another important reason
was that connected rod in the several places will prevent from causing the deformation such a warp
and a twist condition.

In this issue, the several cases of the connected rod sanshins will be introduced. After the war, the
sanshin performers disliked to own the connected rod sanshin. Therefore, Okinawan sanshin crafts-
men lost such a valuable and skill to connect the rod.

I will show how the rod is being connected by the imagine of CT scan imagine analysis of “Jabisen”
that was made in late 1884 by Tokyo National Museum.
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