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Experimental archaeological research on the scratches of Pleistocene deer fossil surfaces

Ryohei SAWAURA "

Abstract

To clarify the cause of old scratch on the surface of a lumber vertebra of late Pleistocene Capreolus

miyakoensis excavated from Pinza-Abu cave in Miyako island, this study imitates the scratch using

modern pig's lumber vertebrae. Imitations of the scratch are carried out on the pig bones by using rep-

lications of shell and quartz edged tools discovered from late Pleistocene archaeological site in Okina-

wa island. When soft tissues around bones remain raw, both of shell and quartz edged tools cannot

cause the scratch. After the bones are boiled, only quartz edged tool can cause similar scratch on the

deer fossil surface.
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