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Experiment to confirm the function of Paleolithic pearl-shell fishhook.

Masaki FUJITA "

Abstract

, Ken USAMI 2

The world oldest fishhook which is found from Sakitari Cave site, Okinawa, is the single peace, bar-

bless hook made of Trochus shell. We tested how useful is this kind of pearl-shell fishhook, and suc-

cessfully fished Giant Mottled Eel which was 95cm in length and 3kg in weight. Even though we used

modern fluorocarbon line and catching net at the finish, the single peace, barbless pearl-shell hook

was useful enough for fishing large-sized eel. We also found that the shine of the pearl layer observed
on the shell hook is related to the strength of the hook.
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