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Egg Production of Land Crabs Discoplax hirtipes at the Senaga-jima Island (Part4)

Jinya YAMAZAKI"

Abstract

Subsequent to the previous reports (Yamazaki, 2014,2015), the survey of Land Crabs Discoplax
hirtipes, releasing eggs down to the sea, was carried out in 2016 within 200-meter along the southern
coast of the Senagajima Island, Tomigusuku city. A total of 73 individuals (only females) were observed
in 2016, approximately the same number which observed in 2015. The Land Crab population in this
island seems mostly unchanged after the great decrease related to the environmental modification by
constructing the commercial facilities on wide area of the island. There were three more changes on
the island environment; (1) Slope compaction on the part of the southern area of the island; (2) Making
street lights on the southern half of the peripheral road; (3) Making curbs on the peripheral road.
Although the modification (1) has no obvious impact on the crab population, modification (2) pushed off
the egg-laying time, and the modification (3) extremely increased the number of roadkill.
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