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Making a New Museum Five Times: The New Okinawa Prefectural Museum'’s
Permanent Exhibition

Ken SONOHARA *

Okinawa Prefecture has created museums five times after World War II . This is rare compared to
the local public museums in Japan. The reason is that the Ryukyu Islands were occupied by the US
Military Government from 1945 to 1972.

At first, after the Battle of Okinawa, the US navy (who occupied the Okinawa Island) opened an
"Okinawa Exhibition" at traditional house with the Japanese name "Okinawa Chinretsu-kan" of Higashi-
onna, Ishikawa city (now Ishikawa, Uruma city). It was renamed "Okinawa Civilian Administrative
Higashi-onna Museum" the following year. At the same time Okinawan people established a small
museum with a tin roof at Tera Syuri city (Now Syuri-Tera-cho, Naha city) to collect scraps of cultural
properties that had been destroyed during the battle of Okinawa. Those historical buildings and
treasures have been inherited since the Ryukyu Kingdom era. This museum, made by Okinawan people
was renamed "Okinawa Civilian Administrative Syuri Museum" in 1947. These two museums integrated
and built a new museum at Syuri-Tounokura-cho, Naha city in 1953. It was called the third museum,
"Government of Ryukyu Islands” Museum (GRI M)".

GRIM moved a forth time to Syuri-Onnaka-cho,where King Sho family’s private houses had been
built. It was called ‘at the site of residence’ or "Nakagusuku Udun" after a prince of the Ryukyu
Kingdom. After the return of Okinawa to Japan in 1972, the name of "Government of Ryukyu Islands
Museum" changed to a new name "Okinawa Prefectural Museum (OPM)". OPM had a variety of activities
(e.g. exhibitions) and is the main museum in Okinawa. It collected materials related to Okinawan natural
history, history, culture and folk custom. It also kept and conserved materials, made special exhibitions,
researched Okinawan islands and improved educational programs (10 lectures per year including
lectures for schoolteachers, mobile museum, etc.). Between 1966-2006 the activities of the present
museum was completed. But, it was more than 20 years old and the building became too old for use.
With increasing materials (more than 40 thousand) storage was almost full. Moreover it needed more
space for displays. To make special and temporary exhibitions, it needed to change all display items as a
permanent exhibition. This is why OPM moved at a new location and build a new & larger museum.

At fifth times, we have never entrusted a company for display and total coordination before. Its
expense was ¥2.4 billion. In this thesis, I will keep a record of the process for making a new permanent
exhibition of the museum area at Okinawa Prefectural Museum & Art Museum through my experience.
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