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Shadows Painted by YARA Asahiko MY SPACE: The Truth Contained within Shadows

B EbFiti  MAEDA Hiroya

A shadow is a dark area formed on a wall or the ground when the straight path of light is obstructed by an object or
person. While shadows resemble the contours of their source, they are typically distorted depending on the angle of
the surface on which they appear, and are also influenced by the texture of that surface.

This paper focuses on the shadows depicted in the work of YARA Asahiko and attempts to approach the truth that
lies beyond physical substance as contained within the elements that form shadows. Yara’s work undergoes what may
appear at first glance to be abrupt shifts, ranging from the “My Space: Light and Shadow” series to the “Wrapping,”
“Dripping,” “Mixed Media,” and “Metal” series. By analyzing the necessity behind these changes in expressive
technique, this paper examines the position of the artist as he confronts transformations in the Okinawan landscape.

The reversion of Okinawa to Japan, achieved through harsh struggle under U.S. military administration, gradually
altered the landscape through various rites of “mainlandization,” often leaving behind the subjectivity of the Okinawan
people. How did painters confront this transformation, and how did they depict it? This study considers how mass
images imbued with distrust of reality came to take shape within these artists.
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