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Editorial Policy and Ideological Tendencies of the Magazine Aoi Umi (Blue Sea) (1971-1985): Understanding
the Magazine ‘Aoi Umi (Blue Sea)’ from the Perspective of Artistic Representation Research-1,
The Self-Positioning and Cultural Reconfiguration of a Regional Medium in Post-reversion Okinawa

il % TOMIYAMA Megumi

This paper examines the layout and editorial afterwords of the regional magazine Aoi Umi (Blue Sea) (1971-1985),
published in Okinawa during the years surrounding reversion to Japan, in order to elucidate its editorial philosophy
and ideological orientation. Conceived as a comprehensive local journal addressing Okinawan history, culture, and
contemporary social issues, A4oi Umi positioned itself toward young readers and intellectuals at a moment of profound
political and cultural transition.

A distinctive hallmark of the magazine was its postcolonial sensibility. This was evident in special issues devoted to
Amami and Hokkaido, through which the editors articulated an understanding of Okinawa as situated on the “periphery” and
imagined forms of horizontal solidarity with other marginalized regions. Confronting widespread anxieties about an emerging
“ideological vacuum” after reversion, the magazine undertook a critical interrogation of institutional disorder and structural
dependency, thereby extending its function beyond cultural journalism into the realm of social critique.

Equally significant were its efforts to restore cultural self-esteem destabilized by colonial value systems. Through
the reexamination of historical figures and the reassessment of cultural resources—including Okinawan theater,
folklore, and folk song—the magazine sought to reaffirm the dignity and complexity of local cultural traditions.
Its special features on environmental degradation and political controversies, along with anonymous roundtable
discussions, can be understood as deliberate strategies to foster public discourse under conditions where freedom of
expression was constrained.

Taken as a whole, 4oi Umi served as a vital regional medium that encouraged the autonomous reconfiguration of
local culture amid the rapid modernization and homogenization that followed reversion. It disseminated knowledge
from the periphery while cultivating a shared sense of engagement with its readership.
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