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Unraveling the Magazine ‘Aoi Umi (Blue Sea)’ from a Research of Artistic Representational Culture - |

w2 TOMIYAMA Megumi

Abstract

In this article, we set the scope of the study to the period (1971-1981) during which Tsuno Soichi worked as the
editor of ‘Aoi Umi (Blue Sea),” a magazine that was started in Osaka in 1971 as a specialized magazine about
Okinawa, with the purpose of uncovering the society of Okinawa at the time through the relationship between the
founder Tsuno Soichi and authors, philosophers and people in the field of art.
Tsuno hoped to inspire pride in Okinawan culture among the people of Okinawa by publishing ‘Aoi Umi (Blue Sea),’
which was based in Osaka. The background to this was the issue of discrimination suffered by those coming to Osaka
from Okinawa at the time due to the depression after World War I. For example, there were notices of “No Koreans or
Ryukyuans” around Osaka before and after the war. The intended readers of ‘Aoi Umi (Blue Sea)’ when it was started
were the people from Okinawa who lived in Kansai region, and Tsuno was determined to create a magazine that could
restore the spirit of Okinawa in these people, who were troubled by a sense of inferiority and loneliness.
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