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Fujita Tsuguharu’s “Tsuwji Bijin”: A Scady of Okinawan Art Hiscory

BRI & TOMIYAMA Megumi

On April 27, 1938, Fujita Touguharu, Takeya Fujio, and Kajiyva Ryuji and his wife visited Okinawa on the Osuka

Merchant Marine's Ukishima Maru, guided by Hacbaru Choko, an artist from Okinawa. They introduced the artist

to Okinawan dignitarics, hosted some welcome partics, and gave lecturcs. The oil painting “Tsuji Bijin™ (19348}, which

Fujita puinted at that time, shows a brown-skinned woman dressed in Ryukyuan clothing, a far cry from the Grand

Feuven Blanc {milky-white undercoat) that he had been accluimed for in Paris.

In this article, we will tuke a closer look at the appeal of "Tsuji Bijin" through the cyes of the puinter Fujita

Tsuguharu. Morcover, by surveying the lecal newspapers, including the Ryukyu Shimpo, we will learn about what

attracted the artist to Okinawa in 1938, Further, I would like to clarify the relationship between the history of

Okinawan art and Fujita, who lived his entire life as a painter from a different background, and his influence on the

Okinawan people.
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