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Abstract

In Okinawa Prefecture, Sanshin was designated as a cultural property after the Okinawa War. From
1955 to 1958, the total of eleven sanshins were designated. Out of eleven Sanshin, three of them were
designated as a special cultural property. And the rest of eight sanshins were designated as cultural
properties. It indicates that Okinawan people treasures Sanshin as a precious property.

At the time of the Reversion of Okinawa Prefecture in 1972, a Japanese government (Agency for
Cultural Affairs) determined a sanshin as a local governed property and not as a national treasure.
In related to the result, the Japanese government financially supported Okinawa for conducting and
implementing a survey to prove the sanshin has higher value as a cultural Okinawan property. The
survey was conducted on 612 old sanshins and based on the finding, Okinawa prefecture published
a book named, “Sanshin of Okinawa” . The survey took place from 1989 to 1992. According to the
survey, nine sanshins were added as a designated Okinawa prefecture designated a tangible cultural
property.

Sonohara had issued a thesis regarding the existence of sanshin craftsmen of the era of the Ryukyu
Kingdom. Some of the craftsmen "Tokeshi Chiku-Pechin" (1860) and "Mo-family Itokazu" (1853) were
noted. However, since nobody has previously researched the genealogies of each sanshin craftsman,
there is a lack of systematic research throughout the time.

In this paper, an author attempts to summarize a description of the old sanshin dots and drums. In
further research, a type of patterns and rules of the inscription on the sanshins were understood.

It is important to pass the genealogy of sanshin craftsmen to the next generation. As a designation
of traditional craft items, the genealogy of sanshin craftsmen who has a history of more than 100 years
had to be proven. One of the goals of this issue is to preserve the record of the sanshin manufacturing
skills and its tradition to the present time.
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