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Law against Leprosy and Okinawa
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(Okinawa Prefectural Museum)

Abstract : When Law against Leprosy was repealed in 1994, the patients who received medical
treatments at Miyako Nanseien were delighted and dancing all together. May be, they would like
to share with their happiness together with other patients who received medical treatments in
mainland of Japan.

Law against Leprosy, however, have never been applicable to Okinawan after the World War
II, because Okinawa was governed by America. Another Law against Hansen's disease, was
applicable to only Okinawan. So administration for antileprosy in Okinawa was different from
Japan.

Here I would like to introduce three matters.

The first is the similarity and differences of administration for antileprosy between Okinawa and
Japan. Administration in Okinawa was based on human thoughts that patients can receive medical
treatment without compulsory accommodation.

The second is problem related to Okinawan patients who had leprosy.

The third is human rights related to patients suffering from Hansen's disease.
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