PRI ST AR - SEATAE, EAERCEE (Bull Mus,, Okinawa Pref. Mus.Art Mus), No. 9, pp. 7 — 11, 2016

V2 F 2 VAW SO & HE
BEH il G (R KB

A review of recent studies of extinct deer in the Ryukyus
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Abstract

Two species of endemic deer in Okinawa Island became extinct in late Pleistocene. Recent researches
are unraveling the mystery on their paleoecology and chronological timing of extinction. Recent excavations
at Sakitari Cave and Maehira Fissure 1 indicate that they had become extinct at some time during 27,000-
36,000 cal BP. That 1s probably at the same time or after the human arrival on this island. From the
paleoecological point of view, age estimation based on the molar wear indicated that Cervus astylodon
enjoyed extreme longevity (Kubo et al., 2011). Recent assessment of mesoware analysis and isotope analysis
of extinct deer obtained from the Hananda-Gama Cave supported this conclusion by revealing that their
food resources have been basically similar to the modern sika deer (Cervus nippon) population living in
temperate forest area in Japan (Kubo et al., 2015). All these results and morphological feature of small body
size with short limbs suggest that extinct deer share many morphological and ecological characteristics
with ungulates adapted to the island condition.
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