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Abstract

Having undertaken initial distributional surveys in Okinawan sea areas and obtained an overview,
detail surveys in the particular sea areas, as well as detail research of the specific sites, will be the
next step in the field of underwater archaeology in Okinawa. At the same time, studies in underwater
cultural heritage management is a starting attempt to protect and valorise significant sites as seen in the
examples of Kume Island and Yarabuoki Underwater Site, both in Okinawa.

This paper aims to provide clues and accumulate discussions towards establishing the system of
underwater cultural heritage management suitable for conditions and environment in Okinawa,
learning from a preceding example in Sicily, Republic of Italy. Sicily is an island located at the centre of
Mediterranean Sea. Located at the key point of maritime transportation, the island has been developed
since very early age in history. Surrounded by the beautiful ocean, even though without well-developed
coral reefs like Okinawa, the island is one of the famous beach resorts in Italy nowadays. Many divers
also visit Sicily to enjoy scuba diving there, and those leisure divers can visit underwater archaeological
site around the islands. Two areas, Okinawa and Sicily, have much in common, in addition to their
geographical location of being consists of islands surrounded by beautiful sea, and thus the case study
of Sicily was selected as appropriate model case for us. The research in Sicily has been undertaken in
July 2016.

Sopritendenza del Mare in Sicily is a government division solely working on underwater cultural
heritage. As an autonomous state, Sicily is not governed by the national government of Italy in the field
of cultural heritage protection, but has its independence. The Soprintendenza solely for underwater
cultural heritage is a Sicilian invention, not seen in the Italian mainland. The institution was set in 2004
following increasing significance of underwater cultural heritage investigation and management.

Soprintendenza del Mare has accomplished a very systematic underwater cultural heritage management
on the basis of the agreement contract with the local diving services. After the extensive and intensive
researches, the sites with underwater cultural heritage are now open to the leisure divers on condition
that the visits will be lead by the registered guide divers. Moreover, the video cameras are set at a couple
of sites, and the public can see the movies even from the museum or on the internet.
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Soprintendenza organises the list of registered diving services who can take their guest divers to
underwater cultural heritage in the protected sea areas. Professionality and credibility of the diving
services will be strictly evaluated by Soprintendenza for registration, and registration must be regularly,
annually in most cases, renewed. While materials and education necessary for guiding underwater
archaeological sites are provided by Soprintendenza to the registered diving services, the latter will help
them with regular maintenance and cleaning works, and the like of the underwater cultural heritage of
their registered sea area. They also serve for monitoring as they go and see the sites the most frequently.
Any unusualness should be immediately reported to Soprintendenza.

In Sicily, 23 sites are selected to be valorised and open to the leisure divers with registered guides
under this system called “Underwater Cultural Itineraries in Sicily”. 20 diving services were registered
in 2016. The program was developed with the subsidy from European Commission. As those funds are
on the short-term project basis, sustainability of how to let the launched project keep going is one of
their big challenges.

Cala Minnola Wreck Site, where the authors visited, is one of them, located off the east coast of Levanzo
Island of the Egadi Islands. The Egadi is famous sea area for the battle between Roman Republic and
Carthage in B.C. 241. Cala Minnola had long been known to the local public as the point with many
amphorae laying on the seabed, and thus the site had often been looted. Intensive researches have been
done unearthing more than one hundred amphorae of Dressel 1b type. The site is opened to the public
access also for protection, being part of “Underwater Cultural Itineraries”. The site is now under the
monitoring by the local registered diving services.

While looking closely at the case of Sicily, there are some points that can and cannot be adopted
to Okinawa. Not only merely emulating the preceding examples, it is important to analyse, and then
to amend and improve, what we leant from the case study for creating an original model suitable for
Okinawan cases. Here we abstracted five issues challenging for us to overcome towards sustainable
underwater cultural heritage management on the basis of collaboration with the local diving services; 1)
extensive distribution survey, 2) duties of registered diving services, 3) exclusion of the non-registered
from the protected sites, 4) monitoring of the sites, and 5) providing materials, tools and education to the
diving services for free. We have to inquire those issues closely to create our original system to protect
and valorise underwater cultural heritage in Okinawa, and this article would provide some clues.
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