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A study of the Reconstruction Production of the Kongo-Rikishi(Nio) Statue at Enkaku-ji Temple

Ken SONOHARA", Youichi HASE?, Yasushi OKADA®, Yasuyuki UEZU", Motonari OHYAMA”,
Fuyuki TOKANAI?, Syunya SONOBE”, Senri YAMADA?, Takayuki HONDA” and Tetsuo MIYAKOSHI”

Abstract

The Ryukyu Kingdom cultural heritage integration and reconstruction project was primarily imple-
mented by the Okinawa Prefectural Museum & Art Museum from 2015 to 2021.

This project was not only funded by the Japanese government cabinet but it also contributed to
Okinawa's promotional plan.

There has been many lost te-waza's such as painting, carving (wood and stone). arts and craft
(lacuquerware, pottery, Dyeing and weaving, metalcraft and sanshin) since the post-war. The produc-
tion of the te-waza's production skills needed to be revitalized especially because it represents Rykyu/
Okinawa culture. In other words, the process enables the cultural properties to be manufactured in the
21st century.

In the era of the Kingdom of Ryukyu, there was a Kaizuri-bugyosho office which was the center of
manufacturing, and there the workmen crafted the gifts for the Emperor of China and the General of
Japan. The center was a national prestige for the Kingdom.

Originally, the operation's purpose of Kaizuri-bugyosho office was to decorate and build the temples
and shrines in addition to producing and managing artifacts, art and crafts.

The project emphasizes reconstruction of the Kingdom of Ryukyu's te-waza (hand-made) to the
world. In addition, the power of a world-class brand of the Kingdom of Ryukyu te-waza calls for the
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attention not only for the people who live in Okinawa, but also to those who live outside of Okinawa.
Moreover, it would help appeal the brand of the Kingdom of Ryukyu culture as well as the cultural
sightseeing spots. Therefore, this project would greatly contribute and promote Okinawa's cultural at-
tractions furthermore.

As a planning continues each year, each section has come up with the craft list, in what's the most
representable of the Ryukyu culture and started the reconstruction documents.

The criteria for selecting the crafts was following: It must have been lost or broken cultural post-war
assets, elaborated te-waza(hand-made) prior to the war, and represent the kingdom's culture.

According to the criteria, the imitation of the Kingdom's reconstruction of culture will be from 2016
to 2019. Additionally, items (crafts) which were reconstructed in modern times will be exhibited from
2019 to 2021.

In this article, the study of the reconstruction production of the Kongo-Riskishi (Nio) wood craft stat-
ue at Enkakuji-Temple was sectored in nineth chapter as below.

First, the statues that were contributed in these studies were forwarded by Sonohara. Second, the
view of reconstruction and the analysis of component of the Kongo-Riskishi (Nio) statue at Enkakuji-
Temple written by Sonohara and Okada. Third, the history of Enkakuji-Temple and the Kongo-Riskishi
(Nio) written by Uezu. Forth, the survey on the subject of the Kongo-Riskishi(Nio) statue prior the war
by Sonohara. Fifth, the analysis of components of incomplete remaining of the Kongo-Riskishi (Nio)
statue by Okada, Ohyama, and Tokanai. Sixth, the analysis of colorant by Sonobe, Yamada, Honda
and Miyakoshi. Seventh, the reference example regarding reconstruction by Hase. Eighth, reconstruct-
ing strategy and production process done by Okada. the conclusion done by Sonohara and Ueze.
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